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Office of Principal Scientific Advisor to Gol

Second India-France Al Policy Roundtable held
on the sidelines of Al Action Summit 2025 in
Paris, France

Posted On: 11 FEB 2025 12:27AM by PIB Delhi

The Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA) to the Government of India in partnership with
Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, IndiaAl Mission and Sciences Po Paris organised an
official side-event to the Al Action Summit 2025, titled ‘2nd India-France Al Policy Roundtable’ on
10th February 2025 at the Sciences Po Paris university campus.

The roundtable discussion started with opening remarks by PSA Prof. Ajay Kumar Sood where he
highlighted India's priorities in global Al policy and governance, including responsible Al
development and deployment, equitable benefit sharing, adoption of a techno-legal framework for Al
governance, interoperable data flows, and collaboration on Al safety, research, and innovation. Prof.
Sood also stressed upon the potential for India and France to synergize on various policy positions
and technological initiatives, fostering benefits not only at the bilateral level but also on a global scale
by leveraging complementary knowledge and skill sets.
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Shri Amit A. Shukla, Joint Secretary, Cyber Diplomacy Division, Ministry of External Affairs of the
Government of India and H.E. Henri Verdier, Ambassador for Digital Affairs, French Ministry for
Europe and Foreign Affairs gave co-chairs remarks highlighting (a) DPI for Al; (b) Al foundation
models; (c) global Al governance and (d) Priority areas, such as integrating Al in addressing global
challenges. They also mentioned cross-border data flows lacking arbitration mechanisms and the

importance of aligned views on data sovereignty.
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Following the co-chair remarks, interventions were made by Dr. Preeti Banzal (Adviser/Scientist G,
Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India); Smt. Kavita Bhatia (Scientist
'G" & Group Coordinator, Al & Emerging Technology and Bhashini, MeitY, Government of India);
Mr. Clément Bacchi (International Digital Policy Lead, Directorate General of Enterprises, Ministry
of the Economy and Finance); Ms. Héléne Costa (Project Director, French ministry for the ecological
transition); Shri. Abhishek Aggarwal (Scientist ‘D’, Al & Emerging Technologies Group, MeitY,
Government of India); Mr. Sharad Sharma (Co-Founder, iSPIRT Foundation); Mr. Francis Rousseaux
(International Technical Expert on Al, iSPIRT Foundation); Dr. Sarayu Natarajan (Founder, Aapti
Institute); Mr. Charbel-Raphaél Segerie (Executive Director, Centre pour la Sécurité de 1'TA); Mr.
Saurabh Singh (Head, Digital and Al Policy, AWS India & South Asia); Mr. Alexandre Mariani
(International Affairs Manager, Sciences Po Paris); Mr. Kapil Vaswani (Principal Researcher,
Microsoft Research); Mr. Sunu Engineer (Entrepreneur, Co-Founder, Transforming.Legal); Mr. Vivek
Raghavan (Co-Founder, Sarvam Al).

The interventions emphasized the need for democratized access to Al resources, and capacity
building while recognizing the importance of techno-legal frameworks. The participants highlighted
the significance of sovereign Al models, ethical Al deployment and the need to define globally
accepted terminologies and standards. Speakers also aligned on multilingual LLMs, federated Al
compute infrastructure, and interoperable access to Al research, datasets, and high-performance
computing resources. The meeting also covered key discussions on collaboration between India and
France. Opportunities mentioned included creating indigenous foundation models and adopting a
balanced governance approach to minimize risks while fostering innovation. Sustainable Al and
energy-efficient computing was highlighted, alongside the importance of cross-border cooperation in
Al research, datasets, and startups. The conversation also touched on AI’s societal impact, data
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governance, and the role of global institutions in shaping Al safety frameworks.

The Second Roundtable built upon key objectives from the First Roundtable organised in IISc,
Bengaluru during Technology Dialogue 2025 on 25th January 2025. The First Roundtable discussion
focussed on inclusive Al frameworks, diverse datasets, infrastructure and skills, and foundational
models. It also addressed governance and innovation, public-private partnerships, sustainability and
health, and academic and data collaboration. Both discussions highlighted ethical and responsible Al,
along with sector-specific and long-term goals.

For more information, visit: https://technologydialogue.in/ai-rt-feb.html
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